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If You Were Black 


By Tom Wicker 

New York limes 

Washington 

Suppose you were black. 
What would you think if 
you had read these items 
in your newspaper in the 
last 10 days? 

From Au- 
gusta, Ga.: 
six black 
men are dead, 
all shot in the 
back by police 
rifles or shot- 
guns. At least four may have 
been no more than bystand- 
ers at rioting last week that 
followed the death of a black 
youth, in a jail where condi- 
tions .are known to be so ter- 
rible for blacks that com- 
munity protests have been 
regularly made for years. 
One of these protests was a 


Personal 


View 


letter to United States Attor- 
ney General John Mitchell. 
He never answered. 

From Jackson, Miss.: at 
Jackson State College, tw T o 
black students are dead and 
nine are wounded, including 
several girls. All fell before a 
30-second barrage of gunfire 
from state highway police 
who for unexplained reasons 
took over the task of quelling 
a student disturbance, al- 
though town police and na- 
tional guardsmen also were 
at hand. The highway police 
justified the shooting by con- 
tending thatr they were re- 
ceiving sniper fire from a 
dormitory roof. 

Story 

No evidence or witnesses 
have been found to substanti- 
ate the sniper story, although 
there are dozens who deny it, 


and there is no explanation 
at all of why trained police 
officers, upon receiving what 
they thought was sniper fire 
from a rooftop, fired more 
than 140 bullets into a crowd 
of unarmed students stand- 
ing on the ground in front of 
a gilds’ dormitory. At the 
moment, no national protest 
rally is being planned for the 
ellipse in Washington. 

From Chicago: months 
after Fred Hampton, a Black 
Panther leader, was killed by 
Chicago police in what they 
described as a blazing gun 
battle with a band of armed 
Panthers, a grand jury has 
discovered that only one bul- 
let was fired at the police 
raiders. It was the police 
who poured a massive fire 
into the apartment where 
Fred Hampton and others 
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Attorney General John Mitchell visited the bullet riddled dormitory at Jackson 

State 


had been sleeping; it was the 
FBI who provided the pre- 
liminary information, and it 
was police and city officials 
who later covered up the 
truth and concocted the story 
of the “shoot-out.” Some Chi- 
cago newspapers helped car- 
ry out the distortion. 

F r o m Washington : The 
Justice Department has filed 
a brief in support of the prop- 
osition that southern parents 
should get a tax deduction 
for making contribtuions to 
private academies set up as 
an alternative to desegregat- 
ed public schools. As' recent- 
ly as January, Robert Finch, 
secretary of the Department 
of Health, Education and 
Welfare, pledged to fight any 
such move, because he 
knows well that these acade- 
mies can survive only 
through tax-exempt status 
and that if they receive it, 
they will spring up through- 
out the south, thus effectively 
re-establishing a tax- 
supported dual school sys- 
tem. 

WHITE 

Well, since I am white, I 
| don't know for sure what I 
would think if I were black 
and read those news stories. 
But even the effort to put 
oneself in the other fellow’s 
skin, under these circumst- 
ances, is frightening. It is 
bad. enough to be, say, the 
victim of a crime, or to be in 
fear of crime and disorder, 
when you have recourse only 
to an ineffective police force 
and to a court system heavi- 
ly overburdened. But at the 
least, in that case the law is 
on your side, or you believe 
it to be; there is someone to 
whom you can turn. 

But suppose you feel that 
the armed policeman is not 
there to protect your life and , 
rights but to do away with j 
them? Suppose even the Fed- 1 
era! Government is no longer 
trying to assert your rights 
in court and its highest law 
enforcement arm seems 
more interested in helping 
the police exterminate black 
militants than in impartially 
observing and enforcing the 
law? Suppose that, by all evi- 
dence available to you, the 
law does not even seem to be 
on your side — asrat best-in- 
different and at worst hos- 
tile? / . 

No wonder Dr. Aaron Shir- 
ley, up to now a moderate 
black leader in Jackson, said 
the other day that “if black 
folks have to die, they ought 
not to die so peacefully.” 
White men who read that as 
a threat instead of a desper- 
ate plea for rudimentary jus- 
tice and humanity ran jnnira, 
no answer that will not ulti- 
mately echo the Mississippi 
patrolman who said after the 
Jackson slaughter: “You bet- 
ter send some ambulances; 
we killed some niggers.” 
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